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Voor onze voorzitter Ruud Scholten (Midden) ging een langgekoesterde wens in ver-
vulling, hij bezocht samen met 2 vrienden, Eugene Wiering (links) -  voorzitter van 

Ondernemend Centrum Brunssum en Wim Seelen (rechts) -  Eigenaar van het Oor-
logsmuseum Eyewitness te Beek de wereldberoemde, inmiddels 97 jarige zangeres 

ñDame Vera Lynnò thuis in Ditchling (Engeland). Ruud en vrienden overhandigden 
allerlei cadeaus en een persoonlijke brief van de Brunssumse Burgemeester Luc Wi-

nants, welke beschermheer van de stichting is. De mannen wachte een warm wel-
kom met thee en cake. Na ruim anderhalf uur namen zij afscheid van de ñForces 

Sweetheartò. Dit mag een onvergetelijk bezoek worden genoemd. 
 

 
A dream came true, as our chairman Ruud Scholten finally got the change to meet 

the great ñDame Vera Lynnò at here house in Ditchling - Sussex, together with his 
friends Eugene Wiering (left) and Wim Seelen (right), owner of War Museum -  Eye-

witness in Beek (Netherlands). What a lovely warm lady she is. We will never forget 

this very enjoyable afternoon.  
 

I hope weôll meet again 
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 Ruud Scholten  
 
Voorzitter -  Chairman  

 AnneMie Koopmans  
 
Secretaris -  Secretary  

 Chris Baar  

 
Penningmeester -  Treasurer  



Pagina Page 5 

Nieuwsbrief -  Newsletter  

 Jess Baar  
 
Bestuurslid -  Board Member & PR  

 Shirley van Dishoeck - Sinfield  
 
Bestuurslid -  Board Member  
 
(Nieuw -New)  
 

Welkom -  Welcome Shirley  

 Bertie van Haaren  

 
Bestuurslid -  Board Member  
 
(Uittredend -  Leaving)  
 
Bedankt -  Thank you Bertie  
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23 January 2015, 70 years liberation of Maasbracht and Brachterbeek was commemo-

rated. This was done in the field along the Stationsweg at the monument to Eric Har-
den (VC) and the British soldiers who were killed here.  

Present were the daughter of war hero Eric Harden, Julie with her husband Bob and 
veterans Patrick Higgins (89) and Harry Bellars (92).  

Harry was seriously injured in the fighting around Maasbracht -  Station  

Photoôs Ed Tiebax 
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Foto -  Photo : JFCB  

Headquarters Allied Joint Force Command Brunssum, HQ JFC Brunssum, is located in 

Brunssum, Limburg, the Netherlands, in the heart of Northwest Europe -  an area 
which is often referred to as "the balcony of Europe", or "land without frontiers" be-

cause of its easy access to several countries. JFC HQ Brunssum was built upon the 
former HQ Allied Forces Central Europe's (HQ AFCENT) infrastructure, which has 

been in use since 1967 and former RHQ AFNORTH.  


